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27 July Lost 


: 
VEMORAN DUM POR THE BECORD eee OVM-e 


iruce T. Johnson 
Director of Data Processins 


BULTECTs Technology “riefing by Centronics on G July 1¢91 


i. On & July 1981 the OBA, “ir. tarry Filtewater, called iae 

STATts tell me that the 050, “r. had uryed him to fh 
someone from the Agency ao to Ta _liampshire to look at a new 
printer Geveloped by pene ron ec. [haa also urged that STAT 
we take someone trom the State ben seicaae t was asked to call 

Mr, bobert Noward of Centronics to Llaguire about the printer. 

De mm 7 July 1981 T raaches Yr. tioward ana he ceseribed the 
new printer as a high quality device with “incredible speed" 
{later defined as 40 to 45 characters per secon? but with «@ 
qavability to qo um to ¢0) which prints with a ctylus Floating in 
a wmacnetic field and writing through a ribbon. It has a keyboar? 
and is therefore both an eee rene unit or ana input/output 
device to ve linked to computers. Character sets can be down- 
stream loaded, Mr. HOWALTG said, so the Cevice could be pal Far 
“secret messages," with the character set sent to the devic 
iwmediately before the message. ‘fhe device can create Chine se 
characters or any other kind of alnhabet or character set. The 
multi-linvual characteristics of the nachine nad definite 
interest for us, I told sir. Sowars, 


3e Ye. Howard said that the flevice was just coming out of 

STAT &22 and that it was thought to have the Intelligence 
Coamunity influence TU “nies” decisions ahout the product line 
3; to ensure availability of devices tailorer intelligeace a9) 

nunitey needs. He said he was leaving tne country the Eollow- 1 of 
iat week but offered to set ur a damonstration at C1 Te Ch 
cuarters Li we would arrande @ tine in the next feu. Jays. TI a 
suggested VYaoursday afternoon, ° July, subject to confirmetion, NX) 
Aenending on the availability of reople to atten’? at that tine. 


Poeen 
ty Oa? 


ceed with Sr. Kiteuater and we nh nee r 
esentatives of several CT; 
briefing avails ble to SA, DYA, and the os i: 
well, I subsecnently calles me. [To ]of “SA, who was 25X11 
“do ang said he would send seneoane to the clenonstration. 
95X1 At BIA TI talked to Col. (Ld 6wbo was also inter- 
ested. At otate I calle: wally Francis, to oe told he bad 
vetired. I was referrec to “esars. Douglas Stevens and Guliano 


‘ 


adler, but efter several ohone calls it seeme:) senecule conflicts 
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would prevent any State attendance. I then received a call fr< 


“rx, ‘tom Gracy who said 1 ae rad atoroached him while he 
vas lunching at CIA earlier In the week anc had urded hime to have 


Va Gd ae me 

State look at the new Centronics technolodav. “ir. racy said ne 
would arrange to have soreone from State at the demonstration. 
CTA units invited included CC, Logisties/Procurement, [7] 
MEO/TeS, and OCR. 


a TI confirmec with sr. towarl that we could procesd with a 
nue Seay. afternoon denonstration. He said he and ine colleagues 
would arvive at about 14036 hrs. to orenarc for a 1500 prs. 
session. Pe would need e video recorder and cis splay sergen for a 
snort tape an Centronics and anscther on tne new oraruct, the 
"ouietwriter." 


a 


nD 


ian On Thursday, @ Quly, eb. ‘Iowarc, accompanied oy “r. 
Pabert Ww. Kilcullen, Vice Presisent for Susiness “Manacement, and 
Thomas Markley, & consultant, arrived and were escorted to 
room 1535, a large conference rooa. While they were setting up 
the denonstration, my Executive Officer arranged far Mr. fe 


[Cd from GC to review the non-disclosure form which 


Centronics wanced siqnecé, the "Suietwriter" still being 6 «& 
under development. A few modest changes in the agrecment we 
Maae, typed in by my secretary, and reproduced so each acency 
representative could sitn @ copy. at the briefing, FT signed for 
CIA and one of the reoresentatives from each of tine other 
auencies (State, NSA, ana OTA) also sianed for their organi-~ 
gations. The priefing was totally unclassified, however, and no 
roster of persons attending was vrenmered. 


oauct 


The desonstration was interesting, and the "Suietwriter”™ 

2 tO be aA most ineenious “Tevice. Puriny the introductory PY 
ape on Centronics 1 discovered for the First time that “ir. 
Noward was the founder and Chairman of the corporation, aot jusk 
& wroduct manager as IT hac assumed. He and his colleagues were 
anthuslastic ahout their product and cle party were hopeful that 
tney nicht stimulate anoucdh interest to osen up discussions ahout 
future product develonment tailored to Sovernnent needs. 


Gs T told esses. “ovard aml Nileullen that CIA interest in 
any eculement OE this kind was hidhly contingent upon the aptlity 
af the machine to pass Te PEST tests for emanations security. 
They were uninformed about the TEMOUST crouran, but Me. foward 
apsected that the nature of the device suydested that any 
emanations would be unreadable. Mr. Silcullen asked hov to vet 
more information about TiaMPEGY, and Io promised to provide an 
ecddress to which ne could write for sore information. ff told hin 
ic is clearly to our advantave to have as many manufacturers as 
possible trying to produce non-enanatiny AGP devices. (1 sub- 
secruentily obtained fram eee SBC address at NSA where 
information apout toe Industrial Prouram can be 

sgQuested, and on 21 or 33 July £ Sal ten My. Kilcullen in New 
Hampshire. fe was out, but fT left the inforuation with pis 
secretary.) 
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on After the briefing I than'ed Mr. Howard for csiving us 
the opoortunity to see his new proleet, which could indeed he 
useful to this Ayency. I reninded hin aqain, however, of the 


importance of ThNPES'T considerations in sur mrocurement of sueh 
aguilpment. 


/s/ Bruce 7, Johason 


gruce TT, Johnsen 
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